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On This Date in History
The Battle of the Holme took place in East Anglia on 13 December 902
between the Anglo-Saxon men of Kent and the East Anglian Danes. Its location is unknown but may have been Holme in Huntingdonshire (now part
of Cambridgeshire).
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Following the death of Alfred the Great in 899, his son Edward the El-
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der became king, but his cousin Æthelwold, the son of Alfred's elder brother,
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King Æthelred, claimed the throne. His bid was unsuccessful, and he fled to
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the Northumbrian Danes, who, according to one version of the Anglo-Saxon
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Chronicle, accepted him as king. In 902 Æthelwold came with a fleet to Essex
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and the following year he persuaded the East Anglian Danes to attack Mercia
and north Wessex. Edward retaliated by ravaging East Anglia and the Danish
army was forced to return to defend its own territory. Edward then retreated,
but the men of Kent disobeyed the order to retire, and they met the Danes at
the battle of the Holme.
The course of the battle is unknown, but the Danes appear to have won as according to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle they "kept the place of slaughter". However, they suffered heavy losses including Æthelwold, Eohric, probably the Danish king of East Anglia, Brihtsige, son of the ætheling Beornoth,
and two holds, Ysopa and Oscetel. The battle thus ended Æthelwold's Revolt.
[3]Kentish losses included Sigehelm, father of Edward the Elder's third
wife, Eadgifu of Kent. The West Saxon chronicler who gave the fullest account
of the battle was at pains to explain why Edward and the rest of the English

were not present, as if this had been a subject of criticism.
[Source: en.wikipedia.org.
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Random Carp That I Have Learned…
A look at modern practices and their medieval sources
by K. Braden von Sobernheim

Happy Holidays! There are a few tales and carols that seem anachronistic
during the holiday season, none more so than the Boar’s Head carol. The
story is that in the 12th century, a student was walking outside Oxford
reading a sacred book when a boar rushed him. His only defense was to
stuff the book in the boar’s mouth, thus choking it. He then cut off its
head and carried it back to college for dinner. And now you know more
random carp.

The baronial financial report may be accessed online at:
http://baronyarnhold.org/Library/Financials/
BaronyArnHoldFinancials.xlsx

Everyone’s Favorite Teetotum Game– The Dreidel
By Lord Ambrose Norwich

Given that Chanukah is so soon approaching (December 2 – 10 this year) I would share a brief
history of a child’s gambling game which is as synonymous with Chanukah as the Christmas tree is
with Christmas. The Dreidel is the best known version of a class of games known as Teetotums which there is some discussion of being a pre-Roman game, but can diffidently be
traced to 16th century Germany (David Parlett’s Oxford History of Board Games, 1999).
The class of game is named for the game piece which started as what looks like a cross
between a six-sided di and a spinning top; by the 19th century they had expanded to include lager spinners such as a 12 sided spinner for The Game of Life. As is the origin of
most dice games teetotums were used in gambling games and could have either letters or
Image: myjewishlearning.com
numbers on the outward sides. A unique element of the Dreidel is the Hebrew letters
around the sides, Nun, Gimel, Hei, and Shin, are used as both a mnemonic (the Yiddish for “nothing”,
“all”, “half”, and “put in”) and an acronym (the Hebrew for “a great miracle happened there”) as the
first letter in both cases start with the corresponding letters on the dreidel.
Not surprisingly the rules for teetotum will seem familiar to the many fans of another German
gambling game, Gluckhaus and are as follows: Players place a token in the center and take turns spinning the dreidel once per turn. If Nun is the side facing up, then that player’s turn is over, and the
dreidel is passed to the next player. If Gimel is up, then that player takes all the tokens from the center
and the game starts over with everyone placing another token in. If Hei is up, then that player takes
half of the tokens (rounded up) from the center and the dreidel is passed to the next. If Shin is up, then
that player as to add, or put in, another token to the center and the dreidel is passed to the next. The
fist person who’s out of tokens and can’t get a neighbor to loan them any more is considered the first
person out. The game can be played until only one player is left with tokens. An amusing footnote for
our mathlete friends: while researching this article I found a mathematical equation in the January
2006 edition of Advances in Applied Mathematics "Dreidel Lasts O(n2) spins" by Thomas Robinson
about determining length of game play “where n is the number of tokens in the possession of each
player at the beginning of the game. The implied constant depends on the number of players”.
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Masked Ball: Wear Your Colors
Good Tidings to all Artemisia, It is time for Arn Hold's Annual Masked Ball! This year's theme is “Wear
Your Colors”, your chance to display your heraldry in your finest. Come join us for an evening of dancing,
mirth, and merriment. We will have live music, desserts, tavern games and the following competitions:

*Best Heraldic Mask
*Lord and Lady of Color, in each of the heraldic colors
*Bard of Arn Hold
The fundraiser will be a silent auction for goods and services donated by the populace of Arn Hold.
This is a wet site.
DATE: 01/26/2019
SCHEDULE: The festivities will begin at 5pm thru 11pm. Court will be at the discretion of Their Majesties.
Lord and Lady of Color and Heraldic Mask Competition will be held throughout the evening. Dessert Buffet
will begin at 7pm.
SITE: Clubhouse Event Center, 7311 W. Potomac Dr., Boise ID 83704
DIRECTIONS: Follow I-84 to W Franklin Rd in Boise. Take exit 49 from I-84, Take exit 49 for I-184/
Franklin Rd toward City Center, Keep right, follow signs for Franklin Road, Take N Cole Rd to Potomac
Dr . Turn right and the event center is on the left hand side.
FEES: Adult Event Registration is $20; Adult Member Discount Event Registration $15.00. Minors 17 –and
under are free. Please make checks payable to: Barony of Arn Hold, SCA, Inc.
Children are welcome but there are no children's activities
1:00-3:30 Dance practice
5:00 Event begins
6:00 Court (at Their Majesties discretion)
10:00 Event ends
11:00 Off site
AUTOCRATS: HE Teaghan MacLiam (Carrie Stuart) 208 867-3639 / dcstuart@cableone.net

A 15th Century English Christmas Poem
From the Collection of Sire Hans Sloan (1660—1753)
Submitted by Lord Ambrose Norwich
I Sing of a Maiden

I sing of a maiden
That is matchless,
King of all kings
For her son she chose.
He came as still
Where his mother was
As dew in April
That falls on the grass.
He came as still
To his mother’s bower
As dew in April
That falls on the flower.
He came as still
Where his mother lay
As dew in April
That falls on the spray.
Image: canacopegdl.com

Mother and maiden
There was never, ever one but she;
Well may such a lady
God’s mother be.

The poem was originally written in Middle English during the time
of Geoffrey Chaucer by an unknown author. The Sloan Collection
was originally a private collection of Medieval and Early Modern
works on several subjects around Arts, Sciences, and Religion
which later became one of the founding collections of the British
Library.

Help Wanted
The following positions are open for bid. Please consider serving your Barony by filling one of
them.
 Deputy Knight Marshal
 Deputy Rapier Marshal
 Deputy Listkeeper
 Youth Activities Minister
 Deputy Youth Activities Minister
 Chancellor of the Exchequer
 Deputy Chancellor of the Exchequer
 Deputy Herald
 Deputy Arts & Sciences Minister
 Chatelaine
 Deputy Chatelaine
 Publicity & Demos Coordinator
 Deputy Publicity & Demos Coordinator

For a printable/sync-able calendar of upcoming events please see the Baronial
website http://www.baronyarnhold.org/cgi-bin/Calendar.cgi and the Kingdom
website http://artemisia.sca.org/new/UpcomingEvents.php

Guilds & Practices
Note: please subscribe to the Baronial email list for official
communication about Guild meetings and activities. http://
groups.yahoo.com/groups/arnhold
Archery Practice:
When: Friday evenings as scheduled
Where: Nampa Bow Chiefs 222 W Railroad St, Nampa, ID
83687
Armored Combat Practice:
When: Sundays 10:00 AM Wednesdays 6:00 PM
Where: Kleiner Park, Meridian, ID
Brewers’ Guild:
When: As scheduled
Where: Please contact the guild head.
Members must be at least 21 years of age. Please bring
current ID to verify.
Clothier’s Guild:
When: Currently on hiatus
Where: In need of a location
A group of individuals dedicated to the pursuit of historical
fashion.
Dancing Guild:
When: As desired
Where: Please contact guild head
Equestrian Practice:
When: Currently on hiatus.
Where: Contact the Marshal for location.

Rapier Practice:
In concert with Armored Combat Practice

Fletching Guild:
When: Every other Thursday (with Casting Guild)
Scribes’ Guild:
Where: Wolf Haus—10271 W. Shiloh Dr., Boise
When: Every other Tuesday
A chance to complete your arrows for practice and replenish Where: Casa de Gomez, 4121 N. Creswell Way, Boise
or repair those broken.
Thrown Weapons:
Musicians’ Guild:
When: First and Third Mondays 6:30 pm (fifth Mondays for
When: Monday evenings, 7:30 pm
weapon construction)
When: Weekly
Where: Contact guild head for location.
Where: Please contact guild heads

Baronial Officers
Baron & Baroness: Master Gomez de Santander and Lady
Merin du Bourbon bnb@baronyarnhold.org

Chronicler: Lady Christina de Lagonissa
chronicler@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Lord Ambrose Norwich

Knight Marshal: Sir Balenor Blackmere
knightmarshal@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant

Arts & Sciences Minister: Lady Gilliana Attewater
artsandsciences@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: position vacant.

Rapier Marshal: Master Gomez de Santander
rapiermarshal@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: position vacant

Universitatis: Position vacant
universitatis@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant

Archery Marshal: Lord Pieter van Zwolle
archerymarshal@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: vacant
Equestrian Marshal: vacant
equestrianmarshal@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant
Thrown Weapons Marshal: vacant
throwingmarshal@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: vacant
Keeper of the Lists: Lady Christina de Lagonissa
listkeeper@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant
Webminister: Sir Balenor Blackmere
webminister@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant
Youth Activities: position vacant
youthofficer@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant
Seneschal: Lady Ailis
seneschal@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Mistress Syeira Caminante
Exchequer: Duchess Esabell Grant
exchequer@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Kelwin Ratslayer
Herald: Master K. Braden von Sobernheim
herald@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: position vacant

Quartermaster: Maestro Killian Flynn MacThoy
quartermaster@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant
Chatelaine: Position Vacant
chatelaine@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: Position vacant
Publicity & Demos: Maestro Killian Flynn MacThoy
publicity@baronyarnhold.org
Deputy: position vacant
Thank you for your service to the Barony!
If you are interested in any of the open positions, please
contact seneschal@baronyarnhold.org or
bnb@baronyarnhold.org

The Legal Bits
The deadline for submission is the 25th of each month for publication by the end of the month. All
items submitted to the Moose Call for publication must be accompanied by a Release for Publication,
except submissions by regular (or semi-regular) columnists. Items submitted will remain the property
of the submitter, and will be returned as appropriate. The Moose Call reserves the right to publish submissions as space and time allow, and to edit for grammar and content if necessary. Submissions that
are original works will be credited appropriately. Submissions that are not original works must credit
the source in some fashion. Submissions may be mailed, emailed, or given to Moose Call staff. Please
see the Officers Listing for mailing and email addresses. Please use the following guidelines when submitting:
Written: Written submissions are transcribed. When submitting, please print on plain white paper using a minimum 12 point plain font. Drawings and hard-copy photos are scanned; please make sure they
are as clean and clear as possible. Handwritten submissions are accepted, and should be as legible as
possible.
Email: Email submissions can either be contained in the body of the email message, or sent as a file
attachment. File attachments should be plain text (.txt), rich text (.rtf) or Word document (.doc
or .docx) format for text. Graphics and Photos should be saved as JPEG (.jpg or .jpeg) or PNG (.png) as
appropriate.
Photo Policy: It is the responsibility of the photographer submitting photos for publication to obtain
releases from the subjects in the photo. By submitting a photo for publication, the submitter affirms that
they have and are giving permission to publish the photo, and that they have obtained all necessary releases from the subject(s).

Advertising rates: Single issue half page $5, full page, $10. Please contact the chronicler to enquire.

This is the December 2018 issue (Volume 36, Number 4) of the Moose Call, a publication of the Barony of Arn Hold of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The Moose Call is available
from the Barony of Arn Hold website at http://www.baronyarnhold.org/Moose_Call, and is edited by
Lady Ursula de Strattone (Diane Donald). You may contact the Chronicler via any of the methods
listed under Chronicler in the officer directory in this publication. The Moose Call is not a corporate
publication of the SCA, and does not delineate SCA policies. For information on reprinting photographs, articles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in
contacting the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors.

