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Image: Neidhart portrayed in the Codex Manesse, about 1300 Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

File:Codex_Manesse_Neidhart.jpg  

Whoõs Who of History 

 Neidhart von Reuental (Middle High German: N´thart von Riuwental; also 

Her N´thart; possibly born c. 1190 ï died after 1236 or 1237)[1] was one of the 

most famous German minnesingers. He was probably active in the Duchy of 

Bavaria and then is known to have been a singer at the court of Duke Frederick 

II of Austria in Vienna. As a minnesinger he was most active from 1210 to at 

least 1236. Neidhart is very well known for being rather sarcastic and comical. 

More melodies survive by him than from any other minnesinger. 

 

Neidhart's poetry was handed down by the Codex Buranus and other medieval 

song manuscripts (Liederhandschriften) such as the Codex Manesse. His songs 

about the dreary rural life often stand in harsh contrast to the normal minne-

singer topic, courtly or romantic love. His style has been referred to as 

Hºfische Dorfpoesie (courtly village-poetry) by philologist Karl Lachmann 

(1793ï1851) and was often imitated by composers called pseudo-Neidharts. 

Probably his best-known song is Meienz´t (May Time) in which Neidhart starts 

by describing a peaceful spring scenario but quickly comes to insulting his foes 

(and several friends and allies who betrayed him). Perpetuated as Neithart 

Fuchs by later generations, he remained a popular character well into the early 

modern period; several farces based on his life and poetry are among the oldest 

profane dramas in Germany. 

[Source: en.wikipedia.org.] 
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 A year ago I was asked to create a Gryphon scroll for Sir Gregory de Bec.  It was requested that it be a 

triptych, and that he likes the Romance of Alexander.  Leaving the artwork to His Grace Morgan, I wrote a 

story about Sir Gregory to be put in the side panels.  It was inspired by Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales.  

In fact, Chaucer seems to have put many of his words in the same order that I put mineé 

The Tale of Gregory 

By Sir Balenor Blackmere  

Part I : 

Shall we speke a storie of a man, 

He who we fynden rodden over the land. 

When a lady in a gardyn he did se, 

A fresshe beatuee in ech degree. 

She sayde yonge knight, my name is Heloys, 

Ye mayest reste heere, as ye plese. 

He sayde lady I am not ybound as a knyght, 

Though I wolde trouthe to ye my very lif. 

I not wher ye be woman or goddesse, 

But Venus ye are smoothly as I gesse. 

I biknowe I have ne name or renoun, 

I am noght so gentil of condicioun. 

But I now yeve to thee mine ooth, 

That I wol go and attayne my worth. 

Whan I retourn I wol take thee as wyfe, 

And we shal lyve the termes of our lyfe. 

 

Part II : 

Thanne to bataille did Gregory ryde, 

With al his hoost in arms bisyde. 

His baner he displayth azure and or, 

With enemy bisecken mercy and succor. 

Taken juste cause throughout the countree, 

What with hys wisdom and chivalrie. 

Hys enemys weren pitous and so maat, 

That whilom weren of greet estaat. 

He foughte and slough many, and set cause to ryt, 

In blody bataille, and putte folk to flyght. 

Al tho thyngs the Crown did see, 

So They set forth Hir decree. 

Therewithal Gregory on knees down he fil, 

And sayde Majesties I am at Thy wil. 

Thanne for hys deeds Kyng and Queene did saye, 

Yonge Gregory, be a knyght this daye. 

 



The Tale of Gregory 

By Sir Balenor Blackmere  

Part III : 

The Crown sayde Sir Gregory, if yow may dwelle, 

Ye may stille serve this Kyngdom wel. 

Putte awey thy spear, swerde and targe, 

And lat abacus and quille be thy charge. 

Our Kyngdom coffers need putte to ryght, 

Ther is noon oother who can help but ye goode 

knyght. 

So Gregory set out on hys newe aventure, 

Though this mester of reeve is faste to endure. 

He rood to al barony, shire, and canton, 

And putte treasures in order, and right anon. 

This naturaly wolde holde na oother way, 

Kyngdom and Gregory, in such array. 

This service doon, the Crown bade hym kneel 

agayn, 

For so worthy a servant has never been seyn. 

And for hys deeds, Kyng and Queen did saye, 

Sir Gregory, be a Pelican this daye. 

Part IV : 

Thanne rode Gregory to hys hoom countree, 

With muchel honor, and muchel glorie. 

Heloyse he founde, at sonne upriste, 

Awalk in the gardyn, and as hir liste. 

They embraced full ofte in many a gyse, 

And it were all to longe for to devyse. 

The countree rejoiced at his hoom-comynge, 

And grete was the feste that was hir weddynge. 

This na end of the Gregory storie, 

Ther are stille moore deeds, and moore glorie. 

Oft did Crown for hys council sente, 

And did take heed of what he mente. 

In Hir roial gratitude, which is certeyn, 

Ther is perchance another award be yiven. 

For a lyfe of service Kyng and Queene did saye, 

Gregory de Bec, be a Gryphon this daye. 

 

Photo by Sir Balenor Blackmere  



Arts, Arms, and Academia 

From the folks that has brought you the Wurst, we now bring you the best!  Come enjoy a day of 

artistic competition coupled with higher learning in the pulchritudinous Barony of Arn Hold.  Their 

Excellencies will be hosting a competition for the new Arts & Sciences Champion of Arn Hold. 

The requirements for competing for Baronial Arts & Sciences champion are as follows: 

ǐ Must be a resident of the Barony of Arn Hold & current SCA member 

ǐ Three entries (up to four total) in two grand categories 

HE Agnes will have the online registration form available soon 

 

The Baronial Polling to determine the 12th Baronage of Arn Hold will take place at the event.  Posi-

tive proof of active membership will be required to compare with the list of official residency. 

 

In addition, Her Grace Clare is leading the charge to fill the hours with exceptional classes.  Come 

experience why Arn Hold puts the ART in Artemisia and learn yet another cool thing you want to 

have time to do.  Local chefs from the Barony will have a fundraiser Grab and Go lunch available so 

you may take your fill and keep on track. 

 

Our fun activities will take place at Galileo STEM Academy, located at 4735 W. Saguaro Dr., Ea-

gle, ID.  Doors will open at 10 am, with everyone booted out for dinner by 7 pm.  To get to Galileo 

from I-84, take Exit 46 and travel north on ID 55/Eagle Rd for 6.4 miles to ID 44/State St.  Turn left 

(west) on State St. and travel 3.1 miles to Linder Rd.  Turn right (north) on Linder Rd. and go 0.5 

miles to Saguaro Dr.  The school will be on your right.  This public school is DRY and is a no to-

bacco zone.  It is ADA compliant, but no pets allowed (service animals excepted). 

 

Make checks payable to ñBarony of Arn Hold, SCA Inc.ò 

$15 Adult Event Registration, $10 Adult Member Discount Registration.  Minors are at no cost. 

 

Event Steward:  HE K. Braden von Sobernheim, OL, OP (Brad Wolf) idbraden@gmail.com (208) 

863-8206 (before 10 pm please) 


