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Eadgifu of Kent. The West Saxon chronicler who gave the fullest account 
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The Ivory Bangle Lady is a skeleton found in Sycamore Terrace, York in 1901. She was a 
high-status adult female, of North African descent, who died in York in the 4th century AD. Her 
skeleton was found with bracelets, pendants, earrings, beads as well as a glass jug and mirror. 
She appears to have originally been from North Africa. A piece of bone inscribed with the 
words, “Hail, sister may you live in God” was found with her skeleton.

A 2010 research paper studied the skeletal remains of the Ivory Bangle Lady, which were found 
within a stone coffin. This research showed that the skeleton is of a young adult female, aged 
18-23 years. Her height was calculated using regression analysis of her limb-bone length to be 
approximately 152–160 cm. Significantly, this research also used FORDISC to identify the 
Ivory 
Bangle Lady as having North African ancestry. This conclusion was reached following 
craniometric multivariate analyses, including measuring Mahalanobis distance, which suggested 
a strong affinity with two reference populations of African-American females from the 19th and 
20th Centuries. Isotope analysis of oxygen and strontium isotopes suggest that she spent her 
childhood in the west of Britain or in coastal areas of Western Europe and the Mediterranean. 
However, a 2009 study found that FORDISC 3.0 "is only likely to be useful when an 
unidentified specimen is more or less complete and belongs to one of the populations 
represented in its reference samples", and even in such "favorable circumstances it can be 
expected to classify no more than 1 per cent of specimens with confidence."

Immediately after the publication of this research and it's discussion in the press the Ivory 
Bangle 
Lady became a focal point of a debate about immigration in the past, with public discussions 
focusing on her racial identity. Notably, the comments on the online publication of a Daily 
Mail 
article highlighted a backlash from readers. Emily Hanscam, in a 2019 article, compared this to 
the criticism aimed at Mary Beard in 2017 for defending the inclusion of a Black army officer 
in a BBC cartoon.

The Ivory Bangle Lady was buried wearing ivory and jet bangles, a bracelet of blue glass beads, 
silver and bronze pendants, two yellow-glass earrings. A small, round glass mirror, a dark blue 
glass flagon, and an openwork, ivory inscription plaque were also included in the grave. The 
plaque reads SOROR AVE VIVAS IN DEO ("Hail sister, may you live in God"), which is 
evidence for a Christian population in late Roman York. Whilst the plaque is clearly Christian, 
the existence of other grave goods and the alignment of the grave in a north-south (rather than 
east-west) arrangement strongly suggests that the lady interred was pagan, but had connections 
with a Christian community rather than herself being a Christian.

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivory_Bangle_Lady
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FEES: Adult Event Registration is $20; Adult Member Discount Event Registration $15.00. Minors 17 and 

Dearest Barony-

I don't know what to write... every time I finish the letter the story line changes.
The official outlet for kingdom news is the official Facebook page. Please check there for info.

As of today coronation and crown are on the same day. If that changes the kingdom page is 
where the info is. Our seneschal HL Ursula and the media officer HE Syira are doing their

best to let us know as things change. Please be safe.  Our next populace meeting will be online. 
Please check the baronial Facebook page for time and date. Take this time to work on projects. 

Finish your UFOs. Check on your friends and neighbors. Take care of each other and 
yourselves. Looking forward to our first event together...whenever it may be.

YIS Dame Varia Goffe - Baroness Arn Hold



Random Carp That I Have Learned… 

A look at modern practices and their medieval sources 

by K. Braden von Sobernheim 

 

 

 

  

 

The earliest proof of Europeans setting foot on the continent of Australia is 1606.  So 
Europeans regularly visiting Australia is off the end of period.  But what about 

Australians visiting Europe?  The first living Australian visiting Europe happened in 
the mid-13th century.  Who was he, and how do we know?  In the De Arte Venandi 
cum Avibus (The Art of Hunting With Birds) from the 1240s  is an image of IT, a 

cockatoo.  These four images of a white cockatoo pre-date an Italian altarpiece 
embroidered with a cockatoo from 1496.  It turns out that the specific species in 

question is a yellow-crested cockatoo, which comes from northeastern Australia.  In 
the case of the manuscript, the particular bird was a gift to Holy Roman Emperor 

Frederick II from the Sultan of Egypt.  One can only imagine the years of travel such 
a bird experienced over trade routes from Oceana to Europe.  So before Marco Polo 
went to China, a cockatoo came to Italy.  And now you know more random carp.  



 
 
If you are a fan of The Song of Ice and Fire book series or 
the Game of Thrones TV series you may have heard about 
George R.R. Martin’s being inspired by real historical 
events, such as the Wars of the Roses.  I suspect he may 
also have heard of a 13th century Indian ruler who could 
have inspired his creation of Daenarys Targaryen.  See 
how many parallels you can spot! 
 
Razia al-Din, popularly known as Razia Sultana (though 
this is a misnomer, as the Sultana is the wife of a Sultan, 
not a female ruler), was born in the early 13th century. 
She was ethnically Turkic and the daughter (probably the 
first born child) of Mameluke Sultan Shamsuddin 
Iltutmish.  Razia managed the Delhi Sultanate in 1231-32 
while her father was on a military campaign and proved 
herself a skilled leader.  During this time, Razia worked 
hard to assimilate to the culture of Delhi and its people, 
despite being a Turkic Muslim herself.  This move 
became crucial to her later success. 
 

Iltutmish’s eldest son and expected heir, Nasiruddin Mahmud died unexpectedly in 1229.  One source 
from the time stated that following the death, the Sultan did not believe any of Razia’s other brothers 
would make good rulers, as they were too absorbed in pleasure and self-indulgence, so he named Razia 
his heir, but this story is not corroborated.  Ultimately, upon Iltutmish’s death, the nobles elected her 
half-brother Ruknuddin Firuz as Sultan.  However, Ruknuddin was assassinated 6 months into his reign 
following a rebellion sparked by his blinding and execution of another half-brother as well as his plans to 
execute non-Turkic nobles within the government.  Appalled at her brother’s behavior, Razia instigated a 
public outcry against her Ruknuddin, and many nobles, including the wazir (prime minister) joined her 
cause.  Ruknuddin was arrested by a mob, imprisoned, and eventually executed on November 19, 1236.  
 
Razia became Sultan of India under the name Sultan Jalat al-Duniya wal-Din in 1236, the first female 
Muslim ruler in South Asia.  Her reign was unique because she was elevated to the throne by the support 
of the native people of Delhi, though she did have the support of many Turkic nobles (though this may be 
because they felt she would be easy to control).  According to one 14th-century text, Razia even asked the 
people to depose her if she failed to meet their expectations, and she created a new noble class for 
non-Turkic residents of the Delhi Sultanate. 
Razia refused to be a figurehead controlled by her noble supporters.  She ruled in her own name, was 
always interested in politics. Early in her reign she ruled from behind a screen and used female guards, 
but after some time she refused to observe purdah (the rules requiring physical segregation of men and 
women and covering of the body for religious reasons) because she said her people needed to see their 

Razia Sultana
By Lady Ursula de Strattone

Image: Poster for Raziya Sultan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Razia_Sultan_(1983_film)#/media/File:Raziya_Sultan_poster.jpg



Sultan. Razia issued coins in her own name rather than that of her father, and eventually dressed like a 
man and rode elephants through the streets of Delhi as had earlier male sultans.  
 
She was a shrewd diplomat and politician who was very good at keeping nobles in check and balancing 
opposing forces within her government.  She was pluralistic and tolerant of the Hindu people she ruled, 
even visiting their shrines, and was initially well-loved by her people, who referred to her as Mother.  She 
led her forces in battle against rivals, rebelling nobles, and those who sought to claim her kingdom. 
Razia’s forces successfully put down religious uprisings between Muslim factions, but controversially, 
she refused to enter into any alliances to repel the Mongols who were encroaching. 
Razia’s downfall came when she became involved with an Abyssinian (Ethiopian) slave who was a close 
adviser and military leader.  In fact, she appointed a large number of non-Turkic people to important posts 
within the state.  Her government was outraged and began to rise against her.  Early in the rebellion, 
Razia used the powerful Mongols at her border to her own advantage, by driving rebel forces toward 
them, trapping the rebels between two hostile forces and compelling them to surrender.  Unfortunately, 
this wasn’t enough to put down the rebellion and she was forced to flee the city of Delhi.  
 
Razia attempted to ally herself with former rebels, and she married one of the rebel leaders, Altunia, in 
1240.  The two were supported by other disgruntled nobles who were unhappy with the new king, another 
of Razia’s half-brothers.  Razia and Altunia assembled an army of mixed Turkic and Indian (Khokhar, Jat, 
and Rajput) soldiers, but they were defeated and forced to retreat north, where they were deserted by their 
soldiers and killed by locals. 
 
The tomb of Razia, built by her successor and half-brother Bahram, is 
located in Old Delhi near the Turkman Gate, and the 14th century 
traveler Ibn Batuta mentioned in his writings that it was already a center 
of pilgrimages, covered by a dome and seen as a source of blessings and 
a spiritual retreat.  The site is largely neglected today and is 
approachable only through a narrow lane due to illegal construction in 
the area.  
 
 
 
Sources: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Razia_Sultana 
BBC Radio 4 Great Lives Podcast about Razia - https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01b9kdd 
 

Image: Rajia Sultana's tomb at Bulbulikhana, near Turkman Gate, Old Delhi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tomb_of_Rajia_Sultana3.jpg



 

Guilds & Practices 
Note: please subscribe to the Baronial email list for official 

communication about Guild meetings and activities. http://

groups.yahoo.com/groups/arnhold 

 

Archery Practice: 

When: Friday evenings as scheduled  

Where: Nampa Bow Chiefs 222 W Railroad St, Nampa, ID 

83687  

 

Armored Combat Practice: 

When: Sundays 10:00 AM Wednesdays 6:00 PM 

Where:  Kleiner Park, Meridian, ID 

 

Brewers’ Guild: 

When: As scheduled  

Where: Please contact the guild head. 

Members must be at least 21 years of age.  Please bring 

current ID to verify. 

 

Clothier’s Guild: 

When: Currently on hiatus 

Where: In need of a location 

A group of individuals dedicated to the pursuit of historical 

fashion.   

 

Dancing Guild: 

When: As desired 

Where: Please contact guild head 

 

Equestrian Practice: 

When: Currently on hiatus. 

Where: Contact the Marshal for location. 

 

Fletching Guild: 

When: Every other Thursday (with Casting Guild) 

Where: Wolf Haus—10271 W. Shiloh Dr., Boise 

A chance to complete your arrows for practice and replenish 

or repair those broken.   

 

Musicians’ Guild: 

When: Monday evenings, 7:30 pm 

When: Weekly  

Where: Please contact guild heads 

Rapier Practice: 

In concert with Armored Combat Practice  

 

Scribes’ Guild: 

When: Every other Tuesday  

Where: Casa de Gomez, 4121 N. Creswell Way, Boise 

 

Thrown Weapons:  

When: First and Third Mondays 6:30 pm (fifth Mondays for 

weapon construction)  

Where: Contact guild head for location. 

 



 

Help Wanted 

The following positions are open for bid.  Please consider serving your Barony by filling one of 

them. 

 Deputy Knight Marshal 

 Deputy Rapier Marshal 

 Deputy Listkeeper 

 Youth Activities Minister 

 Deputy Youth Activities Minister 

 Deputy Herald 

 Deputy Arts & Sciences Minister 

 Chatelaine 

 Deputy Chatelaine 

 Publicity & Demos Coordinator 

 Deputy Publicity & Demos Coordinator 

 

For a printable/sync-able calendar of upcoming events please see the Baronial 

website http://www.baronyarnhold.org/cgi-bin/Calendar.cgi  and the Kingdom 

website http://artemisia.sca.org/new/UpcomingEvents.php 

The baronial financial report may be accessed online at: 

http://baronyarnhold.org/Library/Financials/BaronyArnHoldFinancials.xlsx  

Chronicler 
 Keeper of the Lists



 

Knight Marshal: Sir Balenor Blackmere 

knightmarshal@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Rapier Marshal: Master Gomez de Santander 

rapiermarshal@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: position vacant 

 

Archery Marshal: Lord Pieter van Zwolle 

archerymarshal@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: vacant 

 

Equestrian Marshal: vacant  

equestrianmarshal@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Thrown Weapons Marshal: vacant  

throwingmarshal@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: vacant 

 

Keeper of the Lists: Lady Christina de Lagonissa 

listkeeper@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Webminister: Sir Balenor Blackmere  

webminister@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Youth Activities: position vacant 

youthofficer@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Seneschal: Lady Ailis  

seneschal@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Mistress Syeira Caminante 

 

Exchequer: Duchess Esabell Grant 

exchequer@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Kelwin Ratslayer 

 

Herald: Master K. Braden von Sobernheim 

herald@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: position vacant 

 

Chronicler: Lady Christina de Lagonissa 

chronicler@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Lord Ambrose Norwich 

  

Arts & Sciences Minister: HE Agnes of Whitby  

artsandsciences@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: position vacant. 

 

Universitatis: Position vacant  

universitatis@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Quartermaster: Maestro Killian Flynn MacThoy 

quartermaster@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Chatelaine: Position Vacant 

chatelaine@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: Position vacant 

 

Publicity & Demos: Maestro Killian Flynn MacThoy 

publicity@baronyarnhold.org 

Deputy: position vacant 

 

Thank you for your service to the Barony! 

 

If you are interested in any of the open positions, please 

contact seneschal@baronyarnhold.org or 

bnb@baronyarnhold.org 

 

Baronial Officers 

Baroness: Dame Varia Goffe
bnb@baronyarnhold.org



The Legal Bits 
The deadline for submission is the 25th of each month for publication by the end of the month. All 

items submitted to the Moose Call for publication must be accompanied by a Release for Publication, 

except submissions by regular (or semi-regular) columnists. Items submitted will remain the property 

of the submitter, and will be returned as appropriate. The Moose Call reserves the right to publish sub-

missions as space and time allow, and to edit for grammar and content if necessary. Submissions that 

are original works will be credited appropriately. Submissions that are not original works must credit 

the source in some fashion. Submissions may be mailed, emailed, or given to Moose Call staff. Please 

see the Officers Listing for mailing and email addresses. Please use the following guidelines when sub-

mitting: 

Written: Written submissions are transcribed. When submitting, please print on plain white paper us-

ing a minimum 12 point plain font. Drawings and hard-copy photos are scanned; please make sure they 

are as clean and clear as possible. Handwritten submissions are accepted, and should be as legible as 

possible. 

Email: Email submissions can either be contained in the body of the email message, or sent as a file 

attachment. File attachments should be plain text (.txt), rich text (.rtf) or Word document (.doc 

or .docx) format for text. Graphics and Photos should be saved as JPEG (.jpg or .jpeg) or PNG (.png) as 

appropriate. 

Photo Policy: It is the responsibility of the photographer submitting photos for publication to obtain 

releases from the subjects in the photo. By submitting a photo for publication, the submitter affirms that 

they have and are giving permission to publish the photo, and that they have obtained all necessary re-

leases from the subject(s). 

 

Advertising rates: Single issue half page $5, full page, $10.  Please contact the chronicler to enquire. 

 

This is the March 2019 issue (Volume 37, Number 1) of the Moose Call, a publication of the Barony of 

Arn Hold of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. (SCA, Inc.). The Moose Call is available from 

the Barony of Arn Hold website at http://www.baronyarnhold.org/Moose_Call, and is edited by Lady 

Cristina de Lagonissa (Kristi Turner). You may contact the Chronicler via any of the methods listed 

under Chronicler in the officer directory in this publication. The Moose Call is not a corporate publica-

tion of the SCA, and does not delineate SCA policies. For information on reprinting photographs, arti-

cles, or artwork from this publication, please contact the Chronicler, who will assist you in contacting 

the original creator of the piece. Please respect the legal rights of our contributors. 


